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Below is an update on the lowa Health and Wellness Plan. Please see the release
issued by the Office of the Governor on Thursday, December 12, 2013.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Governor Terry E. Branstad * Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thursday, December 12, 2013

Gov. Branstad and Lt. Gov. Reynolds Reach
Agreement with Federal Officials for Approval of
Bi-Partisan lowa Health and Wellness Plan

(DES MOINES) — Gov. Terry Branstad and Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds have reached
agreement with United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) officials for
approval of the bi-partisan lowa Health and Wellness Plan.

The HHS December 10th approval establishes the terms and conditions allowing lowa to move
forward, with the addition, by agreement, of premium contributions promoting healthy
behaviors, without loss of coverage, for certain lowa Health and Wellness Plan members in
accordance with lowa law.

Branstad was enthusiastic, saying, “This is an lowa plan that fits the health needs of our state.
The lowa Health and Wellness Plan will improve health outcomes for lowans. | am pleased we
reached agreement with the Federal Government on our unique alternative approach and we are
ready to move forward to serve lowans.”

Eventually, more than 150,000 lowans will be served by this innovative plan that includes
incentives for members who complete Healthy Behaviors, such as a physical or health risk
assessment. The lowa Health and Wellness Plan will focus on quality in health care with health
care professionals receiving incentive payments for addressing the quality of outcomes and
overall health of the plan population. With the inclusion of premium assistance for members
above the Federal Poverty Level, more lowans will receive private insurance as an option.

Reynolds touted Iowa’s readiness, “More than 55,000 lowans have already signed up for the
lowa Health and Wellness Plan. This waiver agreement allows lowa to move forward in



improving the health and wellness of our state while respecting the law that passed with bi-
partisan support.”

The specific final terms of the agreement are being worked out between the state and HHS.

Access the release at: https://governor.iowa.qov/2013/12/gov-branstad-and-It-gov-reynolds-
reach-agreement-with-federal-officials-for-approval-of-bi-partisan-iowa-health-and-wellness-

plan/

Please feel free to share this information with others in your organization or your
community. If you’d like to subscribe to these email notifications, please email
“subscribe” along with your name, organization and contact information to
IMECommunications@dhs.state.ia.us.

This update is provided in the spirit of information and education. The Department shall not be liable for any damages
that may result from errors or omissions in the information distributed in this update. To unsubscribe from these email
notifications, email “unsubscribe” to IMECommunications@dhs.state.ia.us.
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